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wPavtd W. Bclin had an easy job disposing 
Tof the false conclusions of the House Se- 
lect Committee on Assassinations [‘The 
. Second-Gunman Syndrome April 27]. It 
, is reasonable to assume that any theory 
1 supported by Mark Lane— c.g., that of a 
second gunman — is fraudulent. 

• But Mr. Belin's piece repays careful at- 
. ^ntion also because of his plaint that 
' there is too much secrecy in government. 
Bclin is right. There are various rationales 
.offered for closed doors: national security, 
.‘‘free and open** debate (unencumbered | 

; by political considerations that would be 
imposed by public scrutiny), the reputa- 
ftions of private individuals. But masters 
^ lhat arguably deserve secrecy are leaked 
L; to the press anyway (e.g., ibe Pike C^m- • 
■-‘mttec’s 'investigation of die CLA)^ or j 
> stolen by the Russians. On matteii of ! 

public ending or regulation, public dis- i 
. cussion provides only benefits. Conserva- 
. lives v^o oppose excessive govenenent 
ought to recognize this and consider the 
proper limits of closed hearings and closed 
bureaucracies. 

Tim James 
San Antonio, Tex. 

Vina as in Gorilla 

Ever since I began subscribing to NR, I 
• have enjoyed, among other things; the 
poetry of W. H. von Dreele. His wit and 
perception, as well as his excellent sense 
of meter and rhyme, make his poetry a 
i.joy to read. I have also enjoyed his occa- 
; sional decimations of those unfortunate ; 

' souls daring to find fault with his verses, | 
Perhaps it is some subtle undiscovered 
) masochism that forces me into the raolts 
I of these unfortunate souls. Perhaps] not. 
i All I know is: Mr. von Dreele, I gotcha! 

In the March 30 issue, there appeared 
I a poem entitled “Some Call It Honor,” 
t an excellent poem, were it not fori one • 

' glaring error. How, Mr. von Dreele, could 
you, being on the same staff with the] His- « 
panicatiy fluent Senor Buckley, I ever 
rhyme “gorilla** and *‘Pancho Villa”? : 

Maybe you did this because you felt 
most people do not know how “Villh” is 
pronounced. I find this out of character; 
since when dots W. H. von Dreele stoop 
*o ’'V.*! . f , .)Tfnr''T | 





